THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

I received a reply by telephone, in which I was told that
the situation of the unknown "flying fields" could not be
given to me because it was secret. I replied that it was
unheard-of that an army commander should know nothing
of what was within his theatre of operations} and explained
that such a state of things lowered the prestige of a
Command, and undermined its authority. On the
following day, the Commander of the Aerial Base of
Andalusia presented himself to me by order of the Chief
of the Air Force, and gave me extra-official information
with respect to the situation of these unknown "flying
fields". But with what funds were these "flying fields"
constructed, if they had no official justification? With
what object? And why was their existence hidden, even
from the Minister of War?

This sort of thing made me extremely indignant, for I
found it humiliating. When I was talking alone one day
with a "friendly adviser" who was very understanding and
a better type than most of his fellows, I told him that if
the Operations Chief did not send me a detailed list of
material in Aviation and Tanks, I had decided to make his
position difficult. This "friendly adviser" who, as I say,
was very understanding, in twenty-four hours produced a
detailed list of all these materials, but it was private,
without a seal, a date or a signature, and he begged me
that I would not show it to anybody, because not even
the Minister knew it.

I can affirm that in all the operations in which I took
part as an Army Commander, in order to find out any-
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